Sustainability Project Form

Please attach all documents relating to the project to the email when you send in this form. This
includes all excel sheets, proposals, and any pictures that might be helpful to future students.
Please fill this out as best you can upon completion of a project relating to sustainability. Send it to
environmentalcenter@westminstercollege.edu when completed

Project name:

|Westminster Waste Stream Audit

Group members:

[Morgan Anderson, Carson Chambers, Isaac Merrill |

Date of project

completion: Area of sustainability project relates to (Choose all that apply):
[04/27/2012 | [] Co-Curricular Education ~ [] Curriculum

[] Research [] Buildings

[] Climate [] Energy

[] Grounds [] Purchasing

[0] Waste [] Transportation

[] Water [] Coordination & Planning

] Diversity & Affordability [] Human Resources

[] Investment [] Public Engagement

Describe project, its goals, and target audience it affected or influenced:

The goal of this project was to determine what was actually going in to
Westminster's waste stream and how much of everything there was. Its goal
was to determine a waste baseline for the school year of the campus. The
information is most beneficial for students, faculty, and staff designing
projects focused reduction of waste. To measure the waste we checked the
dumpsters for 2 weeks, once a day right before they were emptied. We then
audited approximately 20 bags of trash and sorted them into multiply
categories.




What did you learn? What were the major accomplishments of the
project?

We figured out how much waste the campus created weekly and determined
the different amounts of different types of trash. It gave us a very good
baseline for comparison and highlighted the groups of trash that should be
targeted that will have the largest impact on the amount of trash produced.

What specific impact did the project have? (Example: How many
kilowatt hours were saved? How much waste was diverted?):

[More efficient projects can be designed to reduce waste. |

What offices, administration, or campus entities did you work with on this project?

[] Student Life [] Maintenance

[] Grounds [] HWAC

[] Food provider [] Senior Administration Team
] Alumni House ] AsSwC

[C] Environmental Center [] Center for Civic Engagement
[] Other | |

What barriers did you encounter while working on this project? How did you
overcome them?

Designing how we were going to accurately measure the amount of waste was a
barrier. The second barrier that was not overcome was finding a way to make
recycling more economically beneficial compared to just throwing away waste.

What are some next steps future students looking to work on similar projects could take?

Completing the same project but including the summertime would be beneficial.
Also, rechecking how much waste and what is in the waste again to see if it has
changed would be beneficial. More programs and projects addressing waste issues

would be great including reducing paper towel use, reducing disposable to-gos, or
reducing paper use.




What skills did you develop over the course of the project?

We learned how to design and implement a large-scale audit of the waste stream.
We learned data analysis, data presentation, and how to tailor future projects to

what the data indicates is needed.

Can future students, faculty, and staff contact you about this project?

lyes |

Email addresses of group members willing to be contacted:

[mea0227 @westminstercollege.edu
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